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The Charter of the Goſpell ſhewing the priviledge and pre- 
rogative of the Saints by vertue of the Covenant. 


W herein theſe foure points of doQtrine are properly obſeryed, 
Plainely proved, beth by Scripenre and _— and 
piibidy applyed. VIZ: 


r Thathethatis in theſtate of grace lyeth in no knowng 
Jian, oc hah domimonoverhn, 
2 r it QOrn nor ra int antes 
= ah calmed ackens.- NE 
. 3 Thatthe way to overcome finne, is to get aſſurance of 
'© the Love, and grace, and favour of God, whereby ir is 
forgiven them. 
4 That whoſoever is under the Law,ſfinne hath dominion 
overhim, 


By thar late faichfull and worthy Miniſter of Icſus 
Chriſt. Ioun Paxaxsron, 
Door in divinity, Chaplaine in ordinary to his Majeſtic, Maſter of 
Emmanuel Colledge 1a Cambridge,and ſometimes preacher of 
Lincolnes Inne. 


Let not finue therefore raigue in your mortall bodiergthat you 
| ſhonls obey the luſt; thereof, Rom, 6. 12+ 
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_ Romans. 6. 14. 


For {inne ſhall not have dominion over you, for you are 
not under the law, bur under grace. 


Fi Heſe words are brought in thus, the Apoſtle exhortes them 


[EF not to finne, but to give their members as inſtruments unto 
righteouſnes,and to move them to this, he tels them that ſin 
was not their Lord now as it was heeretofore, and that it ſhall have 
no more dominion over them, and therefore he bids them ſtrive a+ 
| it:and then he adds a reaſon of this, becauſe they were not un- 
er the law, but under grace, now Chriſt hath changed their hearts, 
for while a o1an is under the Lav, finne hath dominion over him, it 
rels him what to doe,butgives him no power to doe it, but you have 
the grace of anRificationto chongs your hearts,and enable you to cs 
very good wordand worke,ſo that you delight inthe Law, after the 
inner man,albcit you ſce another law in your members roaring againſt 
the Law in your minde,and bringing you into- captivity to the law of 
fin, which is your members, as1t is faid, in the 7. chapter, and the 
23: veric. 
Whence wee may learne? 
That heethat is iathe ſt:t2z of grace, lyeth in no knowne finne, no 
fiznc hath dominion over him. 
Now finne is aid to have no Dominion over a man, three manner 
ol wayes, viz. in regard 
Q_|t hath no rightto rule over him,itisno more our Lord, but is as 
a {crvant that hath no dominion, bur is faid to offer violence to us,as it 
the King of Spaine ſhould rule over us,he hath no domimon over us. 
Secondly, ln regard its not obeyed, forthere it hath dominion, as a 
Prince may have right to a kingdome, yet he be not obeyed, he hath 
no Jominton. 
Thirdly io regard though it ſtrive agaioſt us, yer itnever gets the 
vi-tory,for though it aſſault us, yet if it get northe yiftory it hath no 
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The Law outlawed. 
dominion overus,this is proved by their ſimilitudes which muſt bee 
exp/9ined. viz 
Pifit ic was our Maſter and we its ſervants, but now we have chang 
ed our Maſters ,and are become the ſervants of rightcouſnes, 

Secondly itis ſaid that we were married to finne, and it bad domi- 
pion and command over us,asthe husband over the wife,but now it is 
dead,and there is a divorce betweene us,and now wee are married tv 
Chriſt and hee commands us, and wee obey, 

Thirdly it is faid we were dead to finne and alive to God, and there- 
fore we cannot live in ſinne, for command a dcad body to goe abcut 
a buſſineflc,and hee cannot,becauſe heeis dead. 
Now the reaſons of the point bee theſe, the 
Lneft, istaken from Chriſt, all wee are ingratted into Chriſt,and 
into his death,and intothe ſimilituds ofhis refurreRtiongverſc.5. that 
we are graſted as a graft into Chriſt and all the old ſappes taken a- 
way and we have new fap, and bring ſoorth new fruite, and have no 
cther,becauſe we grow in another tree,and wee live to God, yet wee 
may commit ſinne though weallow not ourſelves in it, for they that 
are in Chriſt have crucified the fleſh, with the affeftions and luſts 
thercof.iftherefore there be any luſt in him he is not Chriſt. - 
if any man bee in Chriſt he is new creature: and therefore he doth not 
wallow in his ould finnes, fo faith God I will give youa new heart, 
and all things are become new, and old things are done away, there- 
tore wee cannot lye in any knowne ſinne. 
Againe whoſoeveris in Chriſt hath receayed of his fullnes grace 
for grace,in him we areablc to doe all things, and therefore if we can» 
not ſtrive againſt old ſinnes, wee arenot in Chriſt, and therefore wee 


* muſt ſtrive to bee compleat. 


Secondly becauſe we havethe Spirit of God ruling inus,and there- 
fore we walke afterthe Spirit,and not after the fleſh, now if weelye 
inany knowne ſinne,we have not the Spirit, and therefore are notin 
the ſtareof grace,ifany man have not the Spicit of grace, he is not the 
Sonne of God, now if he walke aſter the fleſh, he hath not the Spirit, 
for the ſpirit gives him ability to ſtrive againſt all ſinnes. 

1 hirdly,he 1s borne of God, now heethat is borne of God finneth 
rot,that is,it rulethnot oyer him, for a man is ſaid to ſinne that favours 
wickednes, and ſetteth his heartto fi:inc,he ſmncth not, becauſe he is 
like God,as a ſonne is like his father, andrherefore a wicked man is 
like the devill, becauſe hce is his Father, ard his wickednes is in him, 
and therefore the devill is called the father of the wicked; and foevery 
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The Law outlawed . 
regenerat man hath all the1ighreouſnes of Chriſt, though not in ©, 
ſame degree,he hath perfeRtive holynes of parts, though not of <c- 
grees,now then he hath no member of Satan in him, that is, no known 
linve which hee loverh. 
Fourthly, becauſe he hath the whole law written in his heart, and #««/, 
his heart is ſet to obey the wholelaw,and therefore he cannot lye in 
anyknowne finne. | 

Fiſthly becauſe hee is wholiy changed and tranſlated to another man Xe-/; 

which1s expreſt two waycs. 
Lneft The whole drift of his minde is changed, as ſuppoſe the earth 
were made firezthe whole vent of it were to goe upward, ſo a man is 
wholly bent towards heaven,or els his heart is not changed,and iffo, 
hee canlyc in no knowne ſinne. 

Sixtly, he is changed in his taſt,S. Paul faith they that are in Chriſt nes/; 
ſayour notthe things ofthe fleſh, but of the ſpirit.every ſiane 15 bitter 
to1he regenerate man,if it bee not then hee favoureth the things of 
the fleſh, to this is that agreable, keepe this feaſt with vnleavened 
bread,and not with old leaven of malictouſues, we muſt be unteavencd 
bread to Chriſt:wee muſt give noallowance to ſione, 

Seyenthly, Becauſe they know God,ler. 33.The Lord faith by his Reaf, 
Prophet, I will write my law in their hearts,and they ſhall know mee 
ſo that withthis wryting, the law in their beares they canmot bur 
know ſinne,for they ungad in their minds before that they can 
know God: hence 1 inferre that hee that knowes God will not 
change from the immurable Godtothe amutable creature, and they 
that doe it,dec it becauſe they know not God, 

Eightly,becauſc hee hath faith, which will makeus nor lye io any 
knowne finne,for all ſinnes are either ofthe rempration of the devill, 
the ficſh,or the world,now faith overcomes all theſe, | 

: It overcommeth the world; This is the viAtory that overcometh 
the world, even your faith, but if the world could overcome the rege- 
nerate in any temptation, then this were not true, that faith over- 
commeth the world,but he ſhall not be overcome, by the g'ory ard 
riches ofthe world. 

Secondly, the fleſh, the juſt walketh in his integritie, ro this added 
that bluſhngy are every where annexcd to the keepirg of the com- 
mar:d« ments, bleſſed are they that have refpe& unto the commandc. 
ments, if you leane to the right bard, or tothe left, yee ſhall bee :f- 
ſured, ogamc if you keepe the whole law and offend in any one, yeu 
arc guilty ofthe whoic law. 


But 
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: 
4 * But, beſiles rheſe ſcriptures there bee other reaſons ts \ 

bs proycthat the regenerat mga cannot lye in any knowne c 

liane, \ 

Ref. Firſt, becauſe hee that lyes in any knowne (iane:hath another for his { 
Lord and God,and fo isan Idolater,and fo cannot bee regenerate, for t 

hee yeeldeth to the ſame ſtillyif ix commands, hee obeyerh, God com- I 


manding him, hee negleRethir, and therefore maketh it his God. | 
Reef, Secondly becauſe he lyeth in any knowne (inne, will be unconſtant 
in the ſerving of God,now God reje Xerh ſuch an one,for though the 
remptation to that ſinne, being removed hee ſerveGod, yet that ſinne h 
{ctting upon him, hee forſakes Gods ſervice ,and obeycth it, and when | <& 
ſocver occafion is offered, he turneth to obey ir,now ſuch unconſtancy | j 


God hateth,asamong meaa flower though ic more beautyfull then a { 
pearle, yet it is not regarded fo much becauſe it is fading, and a ſhippe | it 
may faile ſafe a great while,but yet _ upona rocke maketh (hi lf 
wracke of faith and good conlcience,and 1uch a oac cannot bee in t £1 
ſtate of graces | l 
Raf . Thicdl yebecauſc hee that lyeth in any knowne finne, will ifhee had | r 
" like ſtrong temptations commit all the fianes in the world, as bee a ql 
man inclined to covetouſnes or uncleannes, he would commit any 0+- ti 
ther if hee were as much inclined to any other, now ſuch an one can» .t; 
not bee in the ſtate ofgrace. | L al 
Fourthly becauſe if a man havea good heart, no fin can grow theres el 
becauſe it 1s out of its proper place, and therefore cannot proſper as Cl 
plants that grow in India if they bee ſett heere wither, ſo eyery finne p1 
10 2 good heart1s out of its proper place,and wil not grow but wither ie 
every day more and more,but he that findeth ſinne growing in his ©! 
heart, his heart is not regenerat. | = 
Reef, Fiftly becauſe he muſt hate the word of God and godly men,.for | | 
when a man is ready to commit ſiane, the word isat him to diſſwade | in 
hin, godly men diſſwade him, and therefore now if hee doe it and 
they ſtill rebuke him, hee commeth ro account the word a reproach fo 
and hee hates itand good men likewiſe, Thus lobn is Hereds friend a 10 
great while,till he tels him of his beloved fin,and then off goes head, of 
fothey hate God and wiſh that there were none,becauſc hee reſolverh b 
to fiaac,and God reproves him,and fo hee cannot bee inagood eftate: | ell 
Ret, Sixtly andlaſtly, becauſeall his ations will have an evill tinfture 


from that his ſin,it ſo weyeth all he doth, fo that nothing is currant in 
Gods ſight. As1f a man iwere ſet to get honour,though he dil not dis 
rey ſyliato that finng, yet he ſquareth all his aRtions that way. he 
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The Law outlawed, 
affeReth ſuch perſons that may further that his inte nt,fo that ſine lea- 
veneth every aQion of his, and whenſoever any a of religicn oppol- 
eth him,he then forſaketh all,as if a man have a prezeR to get a C - 
veſt that is not yet come,all that hee doth is for that end, he ploweth, 
ſoweth,and the like,ſoitis with a man that hatha ſinne and refolves 
to follow it,he by-uſeth all his actions by that, therefore God abhorres 
him:and all that he doth, 


Firſt thisis to try us,cvery man may know if he bee inthe ſtate of;-; 


grace or nog it he lyes in the leaſt knowne finne that is, ke is but conn. 
ecrfeir,if though he be admoniſhed and told,that God will not have 
him todoe ſuch athing,yet he dot h ittits a figne hee is not in a good 
cſtate,as if aman knew,and were perſwaded, he ought not to abound 
in idle ſpeeches,and yet will,it is a ſigne he is not in the ſtate of grace, 
{o when he is comanded he ought to pray and yet doth it not,or doth 
it only for ſhew,itsa ſigne he is ina bad eftate,for if hee knew its a 
inane to be idle,and it comes into his minde that he ſhould nor, and is 
periwaded of it,and yet will;its a fignehis eſtate is not good, ſo as for 
moderat gaming ,ifone be told he ſhould not, yet will vie it;all ca- 
riage is naught,certainely hee is bad, ſofor the luſt of the fleſh, the 
-luſt of the eyes, and the pride oflife, when a man ſh d all his 
-time,and findall his thoughts bent that way for any one of them, cer- 


. taine it is his heart is not gracious, for then theſe thoughts would nor 


abound in him, but thoughts of growing in grace, bur if his morning 
thoughts be for fatisfying of the Fe and the luſts thereof, or his {c- 
crets plots,ke may juſtly fearcits a reigning ſione, for when all his 
projets and thoughts,are upon one thing, asto bee in fine apparel, 
its certaine finne reigneth in him,and ſo be is inthe ſtate of damnati- 
0n,4s a ſcholer that wholly aimes at vaine glory, and how to get ho- 
nour and credit, that fin reigneth in him. 


But there were many which ſeemed religious men which had theſe 037, 


iafirmities in them inthe ſcriptures. 


True, and many therefore not truely regenerated. but ſeeming only 4.7 


fo, now many youths make a faire ſhow, under the meanes, when fals 
wg into temptations fall away,but ifthey be not comanded or thirke 
of it,great faults may ſtand with true grace, but iſ they be admoniſh: d 
by their conſcicoce or others,and told they muſt not doe it, then their 
eſtate is not good, fortrue grace cannot ſtand with theſe failings, 


Now the ſigner Whereby wee may lyiew, whether wee live in 


knoWn ſunes or not, are theſe, 
Ant 


—. 
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. 2aeft; Livingin a knowne (innc is of two lorts, firſt knowne, when F 
meatcltthemiclves to commit wickednes before the Lord as efhab |. 
did, whea he poureth out himſclfe to vanity, as when a man ſhallgive | 
up him(ſclfe todrinke or to eompaay,orto commit any fin of uncleans 
nes, or giveth himlelfeto ſpend any of his time in recreations, this is 
evideat tothe world and to his owne conſcience. Againe when he 
plainely forlakerh Godand good courſes which hee tooke before, ag 

Demas did,this1s plaine, he lyeth in a knowne finne. 
R_ the ſecret lying in fin,the ſignes whereoſare 

race; 

Darſt. When a man committeth itordinarily, this is that Paul faith 
thac the faints fall upon occaſions,as if a man be failing into France, a 
tempeſt driveth him iato Spaine,ſorhe Saints face is towards heavea 
but a ſuddaine paſſion may drive them another way:to commit finne 
ordinarily,is ro commit it when temptation afſaileth,and occaſion is 
offcred, and impediments xemoved, then hee commits the finne ordi- 
narily,tor iſ there were ſuch temptations alwayes, he would commir 
the finnealwayes,as Pharoab was good by firs,he was often reftored, 
& deſired them to pray for him, yet when temptation came he would Þ 
not let the people goe, though before he had intended to doeit. So , 
Sax! when opportunitie was offered, would have killed Devid,thogh : 
4 
+ 


o_ um — 


Kings2.12 y {wore not todoc it,and ſo Hazel, this is committing of finnes or- 
inarily. 

Secondly, Whena man rejeAeth admonitions,and the reprover,a 
poore Child is better, then a fooliſh(that isa rich) King that will no 
longer bee admoniſhed,for then his heart is evill,for if a man bee wil- , 
ling to have hisluſt mortified, heis well pleaſed with him that brings , 
him aknife to cut it off, becauſe he doth as he would have him to doe 
but when they are purpoſed to ly in ſinne,they doe asa man doth with 
Phyſick that hee loatheth,he hatetheven the very pot it (ſelfe, wherein 
it was,{o they hate them that admoniſh them even as dozs,bur if they (> 
can indure the company of good men it is a figne his heartis good, | 

Thirdly Abſtinence from occaſions, for many fay their infirmities 
make them runne into ſuch and ſuch fianes, but ifthey were minded 
to leave their ſinnes,they may leave their euill company and alloccaſi- 
ons,to this adde the uſe ofthe meanes,for hee that purpoſeth to for- 
fake his finnes will aſe the meanes, as ifa man that is a drunkard, will 
keep drunkards company, he hath purpoſed to forſake his fines, for 
then he wou'd forfake and leave his evill company, but if hee uſe the 
meaacs for mortytying his fla2cs,he loveth,theu it is a ſigncghe is wil- 

| ling 
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# ling to leave ſinne. 
! Blew the meanes for mortifying finfull laſts in ut, are theſe, Viz, 
Firſt comake a vow not to commit that ſinne, nor touch the occa- 
ſions, for then1r 1s a ſigne his hearr is (incere,this is a comfortto theſe 
that have made vowes, which ſhould be more ulcd, not to make per- 
petuall vowes, but for ſome ſhort tyme. 

Secondly to faſt, and pray,for ſome Vowes luſts are not caſt out by 
theſe three, to uſe godly mranes company, for their pratle and ex» 
ample helpes them to forlaketheir ſinnes, to faſt and pray. 

Thirdlyanother ſigne of lying in known ſinne, is when a man prayes 
for admonitions that God would ſtirre up ſome to admoniſh him,a:d 
can bee content to ſearch out reaſons out of the Scripture agaiuſt it,& 
is glad when he heares it reproved in the publique miniſtery, 

Fourthly,when hee can be content to be deprived of many things 
which might further our luſts, and to loath what ſweetnes which 
might encreaſe them, thatis a fare (igne that fiane rules not in us. 

Fiftly when a man conſefſeth his finnes particularly,and plainely.for 
this is a ſigne hee would forfake them, this reaſon the Scripture doth 
(how, kar thea the confcience maketh ſuch anoyſe, that hee 
cannot deny it, for when a man is purpoſed to continue in ſinne;he will 
not confeſſe his ſinnes, nonot to G OD, it isfaid when they care to ,,,,;.. 
John Baptiſt,they confeſſed their ſinnes. So Dawid faith, when I[aid T r (4.2 5,5 
will confeſſe my ſinne , the Lord forgiveth the wickedneſſe of my ſrne, 

Sixtly, When he is caſily convicted, but when men will not be con- 
vided but ſeeke our diſtinRions to maintaine their ſinne, itis aſigne 
itis prevalent in them. Againe when they wiil not examine both ſides, 
but runne to commit it,and top their eares like the deafe adder,whicl 
refiſth to heare the voice ofthe Charmer,charme he never fo wiſely, 
and will not. heate the reaſons againſtthart ſin, leaſt he ſhould! be reſtrat= 
ned, therefore the righteous are faid to ponder their wayes,aod cone 
der their paths,and cotry cycry thing, &to take that which is good, 
now he that wil but heare reaſons a2ainſt the ſinne he doth, he is nove 

. of theſe, bur when he will aot bz coavinced, which is the firſt works 
of the ſpi: it, it is a ſig7e he is under the dominion of ſtage, 

Seventhly, whena man abſ{taineth from ſinne not onely out of 4 na*t- 
rall conſcience, tat ofa fpirituall, for a naturall coalctence may dc- 
ccave him, for there be three degrees of conſcience. 

Fir{t,a prophaine man hath ſome conſcience, T2 Yetare ya- 

Secondly a crvile man hath more conſcience, $ tural, 

Thirdly a godly ma1 hath moſtcoaſcience | 


I 
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Paul fpeaketh ofthe keathen,that they had a conſcience that did accie 
excaſe the m, but when a.man doth not commir fin, being enlightaed 
by a {picituall conſciencegwhich is when a nan hath a love to the Cone 
trary gracc,aud is caried wich a certaine delire to doe it (as mencate) 
though there were no reward, and hate the fi1 and will not commir't, 
but a man may havea reſtraint from a naturall confcience, yet it may {| 
have dominion over him, becauſe it is as a barking dog,that keeps the 
theete robbirge ' 


Firſt doth not purpoſe to commit the (in, 

Whena mane Secondly hath relutancy in the committing of it, 
Thirdly grieveth afterwards,aud rilcth with a better 
rclolution not to doe its 


| 
| 


But ifthis proceeded from a naturall conſcience it is nothing, but 
. proceed from a f{pirituall conſcience and hatred of finne, this is & 
good ligne. 

Nintly, when after ſtriving we have the vicory,for we ſhal have the 
victory if we ftrive aright,this taks way their excaſe,thar ſay its their 
iafirmitics, but if they lye not in fin,they wil have the viRory over ity 
els thou art nota King, fora King is viRorious, yeta King may have 
xebels,yea he may be wounded yer he keeps his power. So the ſaints 
= have many infirmities,yea theymay have ſound failes, yet in the 
ead they have the vikory. God ſhall tread Satan under their feete 
wheretfore the Godly mans heart though he faileth ſomerimes is like 
atroubled feuntaine,which though it be muddy, yet becauſe their 18 a 
fpring of grace in his heart, it worketh it ſelfe pure againe, and works 
out all the mud,therefore content not your ſelves with diſlike of ſinne 
but leave not till you have got the viRtory, 
| Tenthiy,Obſerve whether thoudelighteſt in thoſe,commir the ſame 
fins, if you doe you ly in ſin whatſoever you pretend, they doe not on- 

Row: ef, ly thele things, but have pleaſure in thoſe doe them which is a ſigne of 
| a deſperate heart,for a man.may be drawne to ſiane by paſſion, yet his 
heart may be upright, but when he alloweth, and loveth it another, 

then there is no paſſion to lead him, but itsa ſigne his heart is bent to 
it,forits a ſigne of grace, when youlove thoſe excell in grace, its a 

ſigne your heartsare good, ſoon the contrary its a figne of a corrupt 

and rotten heart, when weerejoice in iniquity,as for example, ſuppoſe 

a man have aluſt of uncleannes, yer diſliketh ir on another, and liketh 

thelc that excell in the contrary vertue, and grace,itsa ſigne he isin a | 

good cſtate,ad this is xrue, becauſe in another a man hath no pafſon 

ce 
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Eleventhly, when a man ſhall commir a ſinne, cleane to the contras 
ry after perſwaſton,and long deliberation, that is taken from [erobram 
example Saul & eAhbab, theſe comitted their fines but once or twile 
as Saxthad a comandement from Samwuel not todoc it, he had many 
dayes d<\iberation upon it, yethe did which loſt him his foule. David 
committed greater ſins,yet Godcounted them nothing, becauſe he did 
not caſt God away but Sawi had caſt off,ſo Terobears ſet up the calfe on 
dcliberation and centrary to the perſwaſion of the prophet, therefore 
God caſt him off. This was Balams fin who deliberated what he ſhuld | 
doe, yet having a ſecret deſire ofreward, did curſe 1/rart which made 
God caſt him off, this was the fin of Francis S754 who yas ſaute 1 
for committing of a fin of deliberation. 
Thirteenely ard laſtly, when a man ſhall make no conſcience of ſmal 
articular fins, wherein his Iadgement is convicted that they are fins, 

ats a fignefin hath dominionover him, this is plaine by ſcripture, he 

that is nor faithfull in the greateſt, he may doe it, yer not be faithſull, 

Againe by reaſon, ifa ſmall ſin be a fin againſt God,then why make you 

conſcience of the leaſt, for God is offended with theſe as well as with 

the greateſt, ſo if ye make conſcience of the greateſt of the dutyes of 

Gods worſhip, why doe you not alſo of the leaſt duties? for God is ME if 
leaſed with theſe,as well as with the ether, ſome fay they will be re- 

Lajous,but they necd not be ſo preaſe as ſome ſcrupulous men are, but 

Jet them examine themſelves, it the leaſt ſins be ſinnes, they muſt alſs 

make conſcience of them,fo if we muſt keep an houre of the Sabboth, 

there is the ſame rea{nn of the reſt ofthe howres, fo for idle ſpeeches, 

and faſhioning of themſelves to the world, ſoit wee ſecke for prefer- 

ment or riches, it 1s contrary tothe commandement of God, ſeeke nor 

to berich, for they drowne themſelves in perdition and deſtruftion,fu 

wee muſt not keep company with evill and unſanQified men, cx1mine 

how we praiſe this in all duties commanded, ler us try our fe Ives by 

abſtaining from occafions, whether we refraine our ſelves from 

the temptations of objeds, for onr ſpeech muſt be gracious, not by 

fits, but alwayes,ſo we muſt be diligent in our calliogs, if out of con= ; per,4; 

ſcience we doe this we are faithfull,otherwiſe we are not,for the ſame 

God which commanded notus to kil, commanded us not tocommir a= 

dultery, ifthen thou committeſt adultery thou offendeſt God, ſo Mo- 

ſ:s wou!d not leave an hoofe behind him in Egypt, becauſe God come 

manded him foto doe, know younot that no unrightcous man ſhail 

juberiethe Kingdome ofGod,fo it we abſtaine from foule finnes,yerif,,,, 
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we commir the leaſt, we ſhall never goe to heaven, Bt 

It ſerves for incouragemeut for fcareful chriſtians,for if it ſha!l nor 
have dominion over you, then this may encourage you agaialt the (in 
that prevaileth agaiaſt you ſometimes, but they (1a! have the victory, 
it is true that many ſins make warre againſt many chriſtians, and will 
Bot be overcome for a long ryme, it may bc for ONe,two,or thrice Years 
yer let us not be overcome, but reaeiy our ſtrength againe, andia the 
cad we: ſhall haye the victory. 

Thirdly we have heere priviledge of chriſtians, for though they be 
ſervants, while other be Princes, yetthey are freein regard oftheir 
laſts,to ſeea man lead to his execution, we would not thinke it were 
for his honour, ſo when ungodly men thrive in their worldly luſts,then 
they lcad his foule to his 4m when ſinne ſhall haye no domi- 
nion over the godly,but the ambitious and voluptuous men doe what 
ſoever their lutts commandsthem with a miſerable bondage, but the 
godly are free from finae, : 

Itis not chough for men to ſce their finnes,or to blame them in the« 

ſclycs, or to purpoſe to amend or forlake them, but they muſt ſtrive 
to overcome them, or clfe they ſhall have no promile of the goſpel ap« 
plyd unto them, 
Pharoah was a wicked man,yet with heart he purpoſed tolet the chil- 
dren of [racl goe,but when ſome teaiptation aſſaulted him, then he 
would not let them goe,ſo Saul purpoled in his heart not to kill David 
inſomuch that he {ware to /onathan he would not doe it, yet afterward 
he attempted it upon another remptation,bue we muſt come to feele 
that ſin hath no dominion over us, otherwiſe we ſhal heare that ſen- 
tence, Depart from. mee ye wicked into everlaſting fire, and ont of thy 
oWne mouth [ Will adjudge thee,s thou wicked ſervant, 

And ſo much may be ſufficient for the unfolding the firſt point of 
dodrine, proceed weeto aſccond which flowes from hence allo, and 
that is this, viz. 

That (iane although it doe not raigne inthe faints, yet doth 
remayne, and dwell inthem, for proote whereof ſee theſe places of 
(cripture, if any man thinketh (faith Saint Tohn)that he hath no ſin bee © 
4 lyer,and there # no traeth in him,thetructh whereof will be ſeeac in 
theſe things clearely. 

1. Breauſe its knowledgeis imperſe , andtherefore everie grace as 
faith is imperſe&, and ſo our love, and therefore ſo much finnc muſh 
be ina man, in as much as his grace is not perfet. 

2 The fl;(h luſteth atcer the ſpirit, therefore ir is plaine there is ane 
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in ns, yea ſe muchthat often times it evencaptivatethus; 
3. Wee have 11 this life but the firit fruites of the ſpirit, new when 
wee ſhall have 1t ia fulneflegwe (hall have no more than enough,there« 
fore having now but the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, Mortificatiov, & Sa't- 
Aifhcation, linne 15 not whelly abolithed 1a he Saints in this lite, bur 
doth diwel in them, ; 

To humble us, and to make us fee what is our hearts, and to 7c 
make us know that rhe Lord bringethusto the holy Land, thercetore 
God ſometimes lcitthe 1fraclites totrye them, and fo hee troubled 
Hezechiah to know what was in his heart, and fo hee ſent a M:.luger 
of Satan to buffet S. Panl, leaſt bee ſhould bee cxa'ted above meature 
through aboundance of Reyelations, and fo the Lord doth deale wi. l 
everic Saint, 

That Chriſt may bee acknowledged, for if wee had no ſinne in us, ,,,- 
we ſhould acknowledge the bencfits of his mediation, fo much as now 
weedoe, all are ſhut up under finne,that hee might have mercie vp9n 
all, Rom, 3. 9. that is,that it might bee maniſcited anddeclared,that © 
they are ſaved mecrely by the mercie of God in Chriſt, as is faid aſter- 
watd,verſerhe26,5therwiſe we ſhould not rightly value our juſtific2- 
tion,and ſanRification,but ſeeinghim ſubduing, pardoning our fiancs, 
=_ ſee what neede wee have of him, how that wee are loſt withou:r 

im, 

That wee might exerciſe our faich. 1, 7b», 3. weeare the ſonnes 
of God, but itdoth not yet appeare whatit ſhall bee, but &c. ſo GOD 
hath hidde his children under baſencle, that their faith might bee cx- 
erciſed, for things wee ſee, we may cafily believe, but faith 1s of things 
not ſeene,therefore God doth as men doe, hyde jewells under batc 
places,where men would looke leaſt for them, wherefore wicked men 
ſtumble,and are offended atthis, becauſe they doe not believe it, a-d 
therefore it is made an article of our faith,that wee neede,and belicve 
the remiſſion , and forgiueneſle of fines: but letus apply ir. 
1.This ſhould teachus notto be diſcouraged for thotc iofirmities that cs" 
are in us, for there are ſuch in everie Saint, it he find he (triveth a+ 
gainſt them, and findeth ſuch ſucceſſe in it,finoe is a gueſt rocvill men, 
but a theeſe to the godly, which they would not bare come in their 
hcarts,ſoit is one thing to weare a chaine as an ornament, and anether 
as a ſetter to reſtraine them, therefore they ought not to bee dilcoutas 
ged, but to aſſure themſelves they are vnder grace: 

2. Wee mult not ceufure men for theſe Nippes aud falls wee ſee in 7/7,x 
thera, for wee mult remember that ſiane Cwellert in them, wee mult 
not 
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no: preſently ja43e them tobee hypocrites: Fre not many maters ſay 

eth S. lames, that is czalure him nor, tor hee ſtandeth or faileth co his 

owne conſcience | 
Rewi 4,4, 3+ This ſhould teach us to bee watchſull, and not to thinke our la« 
bour is at an ead when we are in the ſtate of grace, for ſinne ſtill dwel- 
leth ia us, a1d though wee have the viRorie over ſinne one day ,it will 
fight agaiaſt us the next daye, as ina garden the weedes will grow, 
becauſe the rootes are norquite plucked up,and taken away,ſo (inne is 
jaus,and therefore we malt thinke it will tight againſt us and vexc us, 
and therefore I fay, let us renue our ſtrengrh. 


yy 
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Now for this we muſt doe 
theſe ewothings, - — God to makd 
And fo I have alſo done withthe ſecond doQtrine, againe from the 
fatter part oftheſe words, or reaton ofthe promiſe made untothem in 
ia the former part ofthis verſe, that ſin ſhall not have dominion over 
them, becauſe they are not under the Law,but under grace, I gather 
this concluſion,viz. 

Do; That the way to overcome Fnne, is to get aſſurance of the loveand 
grace of God,and that it is forgiven them,the reaſon why the Apoſtle 
promiſes them fin ſhallnot haye dominion over them, is becauſe they 
are notunder the law but under grace, thatis, they had aſſurance of 
Gods love, and thatit is forgiven them, this is proved from that faith 

purifeth the heart, and you repent and belicye the goſpell, 

Now the reaſons heercofare theſe foure eſpecially, 

, Becauſe it is the meanes to get the ſpirit, without which no ſm is 
toryiven, which commeth by Fith, for it is not reccaved by the law, 
aft for ſo laith the apoſtle, receaved you the ſpirit by the works of the law 

: or by the deeds of faith. 

Sccondly, the way to make us believe the promiſcs,to make us be 
84s lhievethat weare transformed into a heaven| y nature, for when we bee 
lieve the promiſes are true,that workes love in us,and love transfor- 
mcth us 1nto the divine nature, without which no ſiane is overcome. 
Reaſ, Thirdly becauſe heereby we are able to reſiſt the tentations which 
are either, for the 1njoying of good, or flcing of evill, fo that theſe pro 
miſespropound more good, then fin can harme, finne threatned the 
love of outward things, but the promiſes propound cternall life, which 

ts better then all things elſe iuthe world, 

Four:hs 


Gal 3,2 


- 9 CO” OO 


| __ v 
Th: Law ontlawed, El ean, | 

y Fourthly,becauſe rwe doe delight in God,for when we doe believe in 
1S God chat our ftancs are forgiven us tn Chriſt, then wee looke at God, | 

| asona mercyfull Fathcr,and then wee ceaſe to delight in the worid,8& 
FP we bcgin to delight our ſelves in the Lord. ; 
"i | 1 Firſt, for dirtion to teach us the way how to heale a finne, Y/ez | | 
ill and that ir is to get aſſMance that is pardoned & fc rgiven,for !e3al ter- | 
W, rours doe not heale a (19, but is faith that purities the heart,ang purify- 
is log pacihes it:25 a Traytor will not come in, when he heares a procla« | 
5, m1tion oat for his deathgbut when he heares he ſhall. ive and be pardo» 


ned,this makes him to come in,fo we when we only fixe our evesu- F 

pon the legal terrours, we ſhall not heale our tas, but when we belicue 

they are pardoned,this heales them. | | 
But forrow and a broken heart are required,for ſinners to be aſſured 9944. 

aks | of their forgivennes. 


Mr ' 
This ſorrow is not ſo much commanded,but it is that whereby God h 


the prepareth his ſervants hearts,to make them (ee what need they have 
N 11 of pardon and {o they may aske pardon, but the ſorrow commandedis 
ver | that which followes belieſe, forthe more 1 believe the promiles, the 
her | amore ſhallgrieve fordi (pleaſing him. , £nef, 


But what is the way to getaſlurance of the forgivennes of our ſins 
and | may fome lay? 


tle done which isto be done on our - 
hey | I anſwere that that bee part, An; 
_—7 believed which God hath promiſed 


aith , Q, Thethings to be done on our part,are theſe, 
Confeſſion plainely and truely, wee muſt confe(ſe them to God, and 
' to man, when we onr ſelves cannot overcome them, 
m 1s | Secondly,contrition)which is when a man is not ſtubborne.and re- 
laws | ſiſteth Gods will,and will pleaſe himſelfe, to get his heart broken, & 143,72, 


law he faith as aint Paul faith. Lord what wilt thou have me to doe? and then 
ts we are ſubjcR to his will, ro him will I looke that is of a contrite 
$ 06 cart- 
e bee | Thirdly,deſertion),or forſaking of fin, for he that forſaketh not his F 
Sfor- | fins ſhallnag proſper, which is when we havingthe like occaſions, yet Pre,z # | 
ome. | yilnotgive way to him, bur follow our owne lutts. | 
hich | Seco y, That that bee believed which God hath promiſed and that , 
pro- | js,that as hc hath ſaid; hee will forgive our fins, upon ſuch and (uct . 
the conditions, ſo we believe it, andro make us to doe this, theſe mo» 
;hich rions may perſwade us, a. 
7 Q. Becaulc hee 15 mercyfu'l, in whoſe mercy there arctkree wy 
wk ai | 
| 
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all yery materiall and moving, 
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Firlk,it is natural to him, he 15 not wearying of ſhewing mercy,avthe 
exe is not weary offcing, nor the care in hating, no moreis Godin 
ſhewing mercy,but inus it is not naturall, bat aa infuſed quality, and 
therefore we are weary whenmen provooke us of: en, 

$ccodly his m:rcy is infinite, butin men it isnot fo, therefore come 
within compaſle ofthis quality, and he will exerculc it,for no ſin is bes 
yoad Gods mercy, this keeperh us from deſpaire, for thoughthey be 
great, yet God is able to forgive them, asthe raine waterethas well 
the great ficld as the little garden, and as the Sun:e ſhines as well on 
mountaines, a5 on Molchills,and asit diſperſeth the thick miſt, as well 

as the lcaſt thianc cloud,fo doth Gods mercy paſle by great ſinnes as 
well as little. 

But ifour fins be exceeding great, aggravated with circumſtances 
and often commitcred,then we cannot imagine that God will forgive 
us, This is anſwered by the Prophet [aiah,Go4 is more mercytallthan 
man can be ſfiafull,hee is more mercytull than wee can imagine, my 
thoughts are as much above your thoughts as the heavenisabove the 
carth. 

Thirdly we ſee much mercy in men, and in the mother of achild, 
now it is but a drop out of the occan of (ods mercy, but as a ſparke 
tothe whole clement of firc,iſyou beiig cv 1! can give good things 
ro your children, how much more ſhall y-uc heavenly Father, &c. 
ſee what the icripturc faith, | am mercyſall forniving niquity tranſgr eſe 
ſoon & (in, the firſt word 1igaihes originall tane,the ſecond aftuall,the 
third rebellion,all which Ged can forgive, 

Secondly becauſe ic is theend of Chriſts comming unto the world, 
noww no mn will d>eany thing, eſpecially fo great a matter as to kill 

5 himfelfe for 15 end, Chriſt then dyed for the forgivenes of fins .1 his 

{aiat Paul argeth the end of Chriſts coming, was to fave ſinners, othcre 

wiſe the croil: of Chriſt had beene of none effeRt, and his mediation 

cf 10 uſe f men did not commit fines, or if God ſhould not for. ive 
themtheretorc God muſt aceds be ready to forgive. ; 


Tiurdiy,becan'c God befcechcrh us to be reconciled, onto him throoh 
Cirilt,now it God doth this,it we ſecke carncltily, he will hearcus, 
tne prodigy] being willingto com? home to his Father, he mer him, 
a1d roccaved him joylully, fo dot Gold, he chargcth his miniſters 
to compeilmonto come tnthar is preach Gods mercy.thit he will 
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Fowr:k!y. the charge laid 09 us to belicve,we are charged on-the 
painec of &cathro belitve,an therefore it is moſt profitable for us.and 
molt picaſivg robim, he takes it wellar our hands, that we ſhould be- 
licvc & by the haad of faith lay hoid ou lum, which he would not doe 
if Lee were not ready to forgive, 
Fikthly,from the examples of others,!et ns ſee what God hath done for 
them,and it will make us bclteve he forgave CAlanaſſes as well as /o- 
fona,he pardoned Cary agdalenas well as Elizaberh, and Pant 
as well as Peter, he hath forgiventhe greacelt ſias as well asthe leaſt: 
and he will alſo deale fo with us. 
Sixtly,from the cfteRs of it which are theſe, 
Q. It glorificth Ged much, Abraham believed, & glorified God much 
ſor the greater the ſinner is,the more honour is given to God, asthe 
hyſitian haththe greateſt glory by curing the greatett wound, fo God 
th the greateſt glory by torgiving the greateit ſinacs which wound 
the foule evea to death, 
Secondly, It moveth us to love God the more, ary loved much,be- 
cauſe nuch was forgiven her, 
Thirdly itmollifies the molt,ir cauſeth them to relent,and weep much 
more,this is plaine,by that place, where it is faid, that when God for- 
gave thegreatelt ſinsthen they mourncd and lamented, as inthele con» 
verts 
| Fourthly ie prrifies the heart, for no man lookes to keep his heart i 
pure untill he de aſſured of the forgivenacs of his ſinnes.for till then he ©1977 
cannot looke on God as on a father:but onthe contrary, when the fin 
is not forgiven.Godlooſcth the glory of being a father,ard the glory 
of his tructh,and of his mercy,aad that hardcas the heart ſrom relcars 
IT. 
7, from the price which was payed,and which no fincan goe be- ,,,cive; 
yond,indeed if Chriſt had payed buta finite pryce, we fearethat our 
fins ſhould nor be forgiven,ifa man were in tbe two thouſand pound 
and there were one payd,he mightbe diſcouraged, but when there is 
iafiaicly more payd then the debt is,this ſhould make us believe our 
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ſins are forgiven us whatſoever they be,ſeing they be all but finit. S 
Eightly from the tenour of the —_— which preclaime that they p 
that believe and repent,and forſake their ſins, ſhall find pardon for the, | 


a5a King that proclaimes thar all traitors,aud rebels ſhall be pardoned 
ifthey would lay downe their weapons, now nou e#t excipiendun nbs 
lex non excipit there is no exceptionto be made where the law maks 
none.Ged faith, yea therefore hath faid and ſiyorne it that he will for- 
e , a oo 
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give our ſins,that we may believe it. 
Bat I have comitred the l(inne oft. 

Yet God will forgive thee,though thon haſt oft committed whoore« 
dome, yet I will forgivethec,if thou turne unto mee faith the Lord, by 
the Prophet ofthe huaſe of Lracl.ler.3. 

Heacethen to make ſome ule ol ir,as our uſe is, we may learne not 
to deccave our {elves,to think we arc in the ſtate of grace, when wee 
are not, {cr if we did truly believe ourſfinnes are forgiven us, we wold 
be healcd, but if we have the fame luſts, and keep the ſame company, 
which we did when we were not changed,itis a mecre deluſion, what 
locver we fay or thinke, | 

And thus much for the third point too,there yet remaines one more 
behind, wherewith wee will conclude the whole text, and that wee 
anay draw from the contrary,to what the Apoſtle heere faith, and in- 
deed itis implye),though not expreſt, for if ſin have no dominion 0- 
ver them that are notunderthe lazy but under grace,then onthe other 
ſide mult irneeds be as true» viz 

That whoſoever is vnder the law,fin hath dominion over him, that 
is,he that refraineth ſin only for feare of the law,and of judgemnets, fin 
hath dominion over him,this is the cafe of them that refraine (inning, 
only for feare and for the ſalvation of their ſoules, or for educations 
fake,which have beene brought up in good families, or ſuch as re 
upon ſome amazement, like the bulruſhes which hang downe theig 
heads onely while the ſhowre laſts, and thac, 

Firſt becauſe all ſuch asare uot under grace,but under the law have 
not reccaved the ſpirit,which commeth by hearing the goſpel,and no 
creature can change one creature into another.as lead unto gold, or a 
Wolfe unto a Lamb,unles it be by Gods fpirit. 

- Secondly, to ſuch Gods ſervice is burthenſome,and violent motions 
laſt notlong:they are weary in clamtering up an Hill,all naturall mos 
tions arc- {wifter at thelaſtthen at the fr » buttheſc are like the I 
raclites who after a tyme, -would have returned into EGYPT 
againc. 


—_— 


Now thento endall with the tyme, let us 
Q_ Beeexhorted nottoabſtaine from any ſinne, for feare of puniſh- 
ment,but conſider whethet thou wouldeſt ſerve God for Gods fake 
although there were neither heaven nor hol ;ict muſt be our meat and 
drinke, which men would doe though there were no puniſhment for 
the - Dy of it, Sleſſed is hee that Laoperech and thirfteth after right 
trom/nes, Ef 
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The Law outlawed. 

2, Hence we may learne not to defcrre repentance till death,ſicks 
nes, croſſes, orage ſomes, then it may be you would not fin though 
with Balaam you had your houſcfull of gold and filver,for its not the 
abſtinence from ſin that God loveth, but the change of the heart. eL- 
maziahs heart was not rightthough he walked inall the wayes of 
David, theſeare the men that have made a covenant with hell and 
dcath, but God will difſanull that covenaat,or it wil be but equivocal, 
many have ſworne in their ſicknes never to commit fin againe which 
afterward, they have committed againe with greedines, many have 
dycd inthe ſame repentance. 

3+ Labourto ſee your ſelves doing duties with as much loveas you 
can,and with as little feare, becauſe perfeR love caſteth our feare, & fo bh 
bdloyed I have given you a bricfe ſuryey ofthe ſeverall points con» 
tained inthe portion of holy Scripture, whereſore it you 
hr] know theſe things, happy are yee if ye doe them, 
wheretore that yee may doe them, 
let us call upon God for 
a blesſingon what we 
haye heard . 


FINIS. 
AMEN; 
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